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117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 2074 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

DECEMBER 9, 2021 

Received; read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

AN ACT 
To assist Tribal governments in the management of buffalo 

and buffalo habitat and the reestablishment of buffalo 

on Indian land. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Indian Buffalo Man-2

agement Act’’. 3

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES. 4

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 5

(1) buffalo sustained a majority of Indian 6

Tribes in North America for many centuries before 7

buffalo were nearly exterminated by non-Indian 8

hunters in the mid-1800s; 9

(2) the historical, cultural, and spiritual connec-10

tion between buffalo and Indian Tribes has not di-11

minished over time; 12

(3) Indian Tribes have long desired the reestab-13

lishment of buffalo throughout Indian country for 14

cultural, spiritual, and subsistence purposes; and 15

(4) the successful restoration of buffalo would 16

allow an Indian Tribe to benefit from— 17

(A) the reintroduction of buffalo into the 18

diets of the members of the Indian Tribe; 19

(B) the rekindling of the spiritual and cul-20

tural relationship between buffalo and the In-21

dian Tribe; and 22

(C) the use of buffalo for economic devel-23

opment, in the case of an Indian Tribe that 24

chooses to use buffalo for economic develop-25

ment. 26

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:24 Dec 10, 2021 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H2074.RFS H2074pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

JL
V

W
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



3 

HR 2074 RFS

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are— 1

(1) to fulfill the government-to-government rela-2

tionship between Tribal governments and the United 3

States in the management of buffalo and buffalo 4

habitat; 5

(2) to promote and develop the capacity of In-6

dian Tribes and Tribal organizations to manage buf-7

falo and buffalo habitat; 8

(3) to protect, conserve, and enhance buffalo, 9

which are important to the subsistence, culture, and 10

economic development of many Indian Tribes; 11

(4) to promote the development and use of buf-12

falo and buffalo habitat for the maximum prac-13

ticable benefit of Indian Tribes and Tribal organiza-14

tions, through management of buffalo and buffalo 15

habitats in accordance with integrated resource 16

management plans developed by Indian Tribes and 17

Tribal organizations; 18

(5) to develop buffalo herds and increase pro-19

duction of buffalo in order to meet Tribal subsist-20

ence, health, cultural, and economic development 21

needs; and 22

(6) to promote the inclusion of Indian Tribes 23

and Tribal organizations in Department of the Inte-24

rior, local, regional, national, or international— 25
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(A) decision-making processes; and 1

(B) forums. 2

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 3

In this Act: 4

(1) BUFFALO.—The term ‘‘buffalo’’ means an 5

animal of the subspecies Bison bison bison. 6

(2) BUFFALO HABITAT.—The term ‘‘buffalo 7

habitat’’ means Indian land, as defined in paragraph 8

(4) of this section, that is managed for buffalo. 9

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 10

means the Department of the Interior. 11

(4) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land’’ 12

has the meaning given the term in paragraph (2) of 13

section 2601 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (25 14

U.S.C. 3501), except that, in that paragraph, the 15

term ‘‘Indian reservation’’ shall be considered to 16

have the meaning given the term ‘‘Indian reserva-17

tion’’ in paragraph (3) of that section, without re-18

gard to the date specified in paragraph (3) of that 19

section. 20

(5) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe’’ 21

has the meaning given the term in section 4 of the 22

Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 23

Act (25 U.S.C. 5304). 24
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(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 1

the Secretary of the Interior. 2

(7) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘Tribal 3

organization’’ means any legally established organi-4

zation of Indians that— 5

(A) is chartered under section 17 of the 6

Act of June 18, 1934, (commonly known as the 7

‘‘Indian Reorganization Act’’) (25 U.S.C. 8

5124), which is recognized by the governing 9

body of any Indian Tribe or Tribes; or 10

(B) is a Tribal corporation federally char-11

tered under section 3 of the Oklahoma Indian 12

Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. 5203); and 13

(C) has demonstrable experience in the 14

restoration of buffalo and buffalo habitat on In-15

dian land. 16

SEC. 4. BUFFALO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT. 17

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—The Secretary shall 18

establish a permanent program within the Department of 19

the Interior for the purposes of— 20

(1) promoting and developing the capacity of 21

Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to manage 22

buffalo and buffalo habitat; 23

(2) promoting the ability of Indian Tribes and 24

Tribal organizations to protect, conserve, and en-25
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hance populations of buffalo that are owned by In-1

dian Tribes or Tribal organizations; 2

(3) promoting the development and use of buf-3

falo and buffalo habitat for the maximum prac-4

ticable benefit of Indian Tribes and Tribal organiza-5

tions; and 6

(4) promoting the inclusion of Indian Tribes 7

and Tribal organizations in Department, inter-8

national, national, regional, and local decision-mak-9

ing and forums regarding buffalo and buffalo habi-10

tat. 11

(b) CONTRACTS AND GRANTS AUTHORIZED.— 12

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter 13

into contracts and cooperative agreements with, and 14

award grants to, Indian Tribes and Tribal organiza-15

tions to enable the Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-16

zations— 17

(A) to plan, conduct, or implement a buf-18

falo restoration or management program; 19

(B) to plan and execute commercial activi-20

ties related to buffalo or buffalo products; or 21

(C) to carry out other activities relating to 22

buffalo restoration and management. 23

(2) NO DIMINISHMENT OF LAWS AND REGULA-24

TIONS.—Nothing in this subsection diminishes any 25
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Federal or State law (including regulations) regard-1

ing diseased buffalo or buffalo that escape from In-2

dian land. 3

(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall 4

provide technical assistance to an Indian Tribe or Tribal 5

organization that enters into a contract or cooperative 6

agreement or receives a grant under this section to assist 7

an Indian Tribe or Tribal organization in— 8

(1) carrying out the activities of a buffalo or 9

buffalo habitat restoration or management program; 10

and 11

(2) implementing the activities described in sub-12

paragraphs (A) through (C) of subsection (b)(1). 13

SEC. 5. CONSULTATION; COORDINATION. 14

(a) CONSULTATION.—Not later than 1 year after the 15

date of enactment of this Act, and on an ongoing basis 16

thereafter, the Secretary shall consult with Indian Tribes 17

and Tribal organizations on initiatives of the Department 18

that affect buffalo or buffalo habitat, including efforts of 19

the Department to contain or eradicate diseased buffalo. 20

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall develop a 21

policy relating to buffalo and buffalo habitat management 22

activities on Indian land, in accordance with— 23
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(1) the goals and objectives described in buffalo 1

management programs approved by Indian Tribes; 2

and 3

(2) Tribal laws and ordinances. 4

SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF INFORMATION. 5

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Sec-6

retary shall not disclose or cause to be disclosed any infor-7

mation provided to the Secretary by an Indian Tribe or 8

Tribal organization that is identified by the Indian Tribe 9

or Tribal organization as culturally sensitive, proprietary, 10

or otherwise confidential. 11

SEC. 7. BUFFALO FROM FEDERAL LAND. 12

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter into an 13

agreement with an Indian Tribe or Tribal organization to 14

dispose of surplus buffalo on Federal land administered 15

by the Department, as applicable, by transporting such 16

buffalo onto Indian land. 17

(b) APPLICATION.—An Indian Tribe or Tribal orga-18

nization may submit to the Secretary an application to re-19

ceive buffalo described in subsection (a) at such time, in 20

such manner, and containing such information as the Sec-21

retary may require. 22

(c) WAIVER OF CHARGES.—The Secretary may waive 23

any charges for the buffalo described in subsection (a), 24

including any deposit or payment for services as described 25
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in section 10.2 of title 36, Code of Federal Regulations 1

(or any successor regulation). 2

SEC. 8. TREATY RIGHTS RETAINED. 3

Nothing in this Act alters, modifies, diminishes, or 4

extinguishes the treaty rights of any Indian Tribe. 5

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 6

There is authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-7

retary to carry out this Act $14,000,000 for fiscal year 8

2022 and each fiscal year thereafter. 9

Passed the House of Representatives December 8, 

2021. 

Attest: CHERYL L. JOHNSON, 

Clerk. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:24 Dec 10, 2021 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H2074.RFS H2074pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

JL
V

W
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-12-13T19:02:43-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




